zanzibar

ost wisitors armive in Zanzibar with begches inmind,

and the iskand more than delivers on that promise.

Thex postcard is reat powder-white sand, transiucant

turquoise shollows, palm trees swaying in time with
the kusi wind. But for those seeking more than rest and relaxation,
this tiny Tanzanian enclavwe has a vibrant culture waiting for
amyone who dares wenture beyond the exonc beaches. Here are
Just a few immersive expenisnces o try when next visiting the
East African istand, where Etihad flies to from June 2026.

Leam Swahili culinary troditions

Based in Meli None, a residential community arownd 10
kilometres north of Stone Town, Maskat Shineni Abdullah runs
Mamas of Tanzibor, o collective of women whe host authentic
cultural and culinary experiences for visiting travellers. After her
divorce, Maskat spant time getting to know other women in her
nelghbourhood. Learning of their simiar struggles and collective
desire for finonciol ndependence, the mother-of-three saw an
opportunity Lo turn their Swahili cooking skills into o business.

"I Wt you o see Ianzibark celture throudgh the eyes of the
women,” Maskat says. “If there's one thing | know about Zanzibarls,
it's that they cook amazing food”

A number of itineraries are avaiabie; the MOost popular is the
four-hour Mama's Signature Experience. Starting with o guided
visit to Chiuni market, the mamas teach you how to buy the best
ingredients, sorting through bogs of beans, piles of hot sticky
armarind, and coconuls ofganised by size and age. After which
foltows an afternoon cooking dioss to prepare o troditional menu
of fragrant pilau nce, frash snapper in coconut and tomateo,
simimered curmied greens, and hand-folded chapati, that you can
devour while shanng stones and iaughter. mamasofzanzibarcom

Discover coral reef conservation on the coast

Al Matemwe Altitede hotel, on the northeast coast, the Marine
Discovery Centre 1s at the heart of the property’s coral reef
conservation initiatives, where on-site marine biologists educate
guests on how o prodect the ocean:

Just off Mnemba Isiand — o shoft Deat fide away — You can visit
the coral nursery gnds. Since 2001, more than 7100 coral colonies
hawve been transplanted here after coral cover diopped to just

10 poer cent. Now it stands at B0 per cent, ond the reef fects
newly animated - fish threading between branches, anemonas
clinging to fresh growth, storfish scattered across the sand.

Back on shore, the centre gives that beauty contexi- what
recovery looks like, what "healthy” actually meons, and why the
reel’s future depends on choices made on land and ot sea.

The same thinking shapes the hotel's wider operations. B Corp-
certified, the hotel hos removed single-use plostics and built o
permaculture project with one hundred thousand notive plants,
includineg jackfruit, lime, banana, pollinators, and gingar

Beyond the hotel's boundaries, in the shallows at low tide,
wamen in bright kangas wade out (o harvest seawead, wiich

iz dried for use in pharmaceutionls and beauty products. The
industry now accounts for the bulk of Zanzibar's marnine exports,
prowiding independent income to thousands — another reminder
that the ocean here is not just scenary, but lvelinood
hotets-attitude com
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A number of cultural and conservation-focused experiences are proving
that Zanzibar is not just another island escape
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See monkeys in Jorani-Chwaka Bay National Park
Jozani-Chwaka Bay National Park covers around 50 square
kilometres of mangroves, groundwater forest and coral-rag
woodiond in central Unguja. Within minutes of entering,
maonkeys oppear: the Zonzibar red colobus (Piliocolobus
Kirkiiy esdsts nowhere else on Barth. & 2017 census work ked by
CONSEMVOTIoN SCEnSTs put the fotal popalation ar st over
5,800 (often summansad as roughty 5 000-5 B00 remoining),
with o large proportion living in and around protected forests
such as Jozani Habitat less and fragmentation remain the
central threat; on Unguja, studies have estimated forest loss
at around 1 per cent per year. Bevenue fram park entrance fees
melps fend local projects including schools and health cinics.
Consarvanion here is hands-on: long-term ecological
monitoring tracks populations and pressures, and visitor
manogement is designed to keep encounters non-invasive.
Guaded walks also double as education — local guides expiain
why no feeding, no touching, and keeping distonce matters for
primate heaith and behaviour.

And beyond the headline species, protecting coral-rag forest
and mangraoves safeguards a wider web of Diodiversity across
the Jozoni-Chwakn Bay londscope

Take a guided walking tour through Stone Town

In the lote aftermoon in Stone Town, Zonzibar's copatod, the
call to prayer bounces off coral-rag walls, and by the time the
sound fades, it is impossible to say which mosque it came
from. Heavy carved doars — with rounded Indion arches, or
squared m the Omamni style — ease open for the evening. The
Dest time 1o fizel the soul of Stone Town come o life

These goors wore once the ulimate status symbal, Fish,
pinenppies or cloves carved into the wood denoted what o
family traded; and, accoiding to local lore, the number of
flowers hinted at how many people Bved within. “The bigger
the door, the gher the ceilimgs, the desper the pockets, o
focal guide explains, pausing before ornate panels fitted into
acrumbling fagade. Many of the grandest houses and civic
buikdings date from the 18th and 19th centunies, and UNESTO
mscnbed Stone Town os a World Heritage Site in 2000, m
recognition of an urban fabric shaped by centuries of Swahili
trade — Arab, Perssan, iIndian and Ewropean influences stitched
mto the same streets, bultt from the coral stone

The Zonzibar Revolution of 1964 usherad in decades of
dilapidaticn, as the old quarter dlipped into disrepair, before
TESTORmThOn Qornered Dace in aer decades. Emerson Spion
Hotel is one such recovery, a restored merchant’s house with
grand balconies and carved bakustrades. Around fve o'clock,
traditonal dhows depart for sunset cnises along the coast,
thair lnteen soids catching the breeze

To properly immerse yoursell in Stone Town's layers, o guided
walk is worth it Reputable options inClude specialist wakking
outhit Zanzibar Walks, whike hotel concerges such as Zanzibar
Serena Hotel also run structured evenmg walks that cover key
fandmarks and markets. Prefer to pre-book? Use platforms
such as Tripadvisor, Viator of GetYourGuide and fiter for recent,
consistently high-rated reviews and clear inclsions (group
size. imings, what's covered). 2onzibarwalks com
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